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In 2013, PAH responded to three serious humanitarian crises: the dramatic situation faced by civilians 
in Syria, torn apart by civil war; the catastrophic typhoon in the Philippines, and a wave of instability 
in South Sudan. 

In 2012, PAH began to provide aid to Syrian refugees in Lebanon. A year later, in March, the 
organization decided to extend its operations to IDPs within Syria, who could only count on external 
help. Many families who lost their homes or fled now live in caves, and in abandoned or ruined 
buildings, with no heating and no facilities to prepare a hot meal.  Their lives are at risk not only due 
to military operations, but also to the lack of water, food and medicines. In response to the enormous 
needs of Syrian civilians, the Foundation launched an operation to provide permanent assistance in 
Idlib and Hama provinces by distributing food, potable water, personal hygiene articles, medicines and 
blankets. By the end of the year, water pumping stations and pipes were being installed and a mobile 
clinic was established to provide medical care.

In November, PAH announced a collection for victims in the Philippines, where  6,000 people died 
and 14 million were left homeless and lacking basic necessities after Typhoon Haiyan had struck the 
islands. Thanks to donations, the Foundation was able to start the construction of houses for families 
in Bantayan, one of the islands most affected by the typhoon. 

The end of the year was also difficult for South Sudan, where in December fighting erupted between 
the ruling Dinka and the Nuer people. The crisis quickly spread to the rest of the country, compromising 
the security of the population already faced with difficult living conditions in this young state. It is 
estimated that 1.5 million people became internally displaced as a result of the crisis. Civilians are 
living in makeshift camps, without access to water, food and basic necessities. In addition, poor hygiene 
and lack of sanitary facilities increased the risk of an outbreak of cholera in the IDP camp in Bor, 
Jonglei's capital. In response to the crisis in South Sudan, PAH workers provided immediate aid by 
constructing toilets, ensuring supplies of water and food, and by distributing personal hygiene articles 
and water purification kits. PAH was one of just a handful of organizations that decided to remain in 
the country despite a very dangerous and unstable internal situation. Last year, before the outbreak 
of violence in December, the Foundation focused its efforts in South Sudan on the construction and 
renovation of wells, the provision of food and educational programs. 

In 2013, PAH continued its water, sanitation and food projects in Somalia, a country where, thanks 
to the support provided by NGOs, reconstruction made some progress after the catastrophic famine 
of 2011. Puntland villages and IDP camps in Mogadishu and Garowe were chosen for PAH projects. 

In 2013, the Foundation helped the Palestinian Authority with water and sanitation projects, while 
in Poland it provided relief to refugees, repatriates and Polish children (the “Pajacyk” programme). 

Thanks to donor support, PAH helped over 265,000 people in Poland and around the world in 2013. 
Last year, the organization implemented water, food and refugee aid campaigns, as well as many 
educational and advocacy programs designed to raise public awareness of problems afflicting the 
global South. 

We are very grateful to all who helped us last year. Everything we managed to do was possible only 
because of the response to our appeals for help in humanitarian crises and the regular support we 
receive from our numerous individual and institutional sponsors. Thanks to the work of many people 
— PAH employees and volunteers, the media and other supporters of our work — we have been able 
to make the world a better place. Nevertheless, many challenges lie ahead of us. 

We encourage you to read PAH's 2013 annual report. The many undertakings described in it have 
been possible only because of your generosity. Thank you very much indeed!

Janina Ochojska and the PAH team

Introduction
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History and mission of PAH
We have been operating as the Polish Humanitarian Action (Polska Akcja Humanitarna, or 
PAH) since 1994, however, our efforts to make the world a better place date back to 1992, 
when we worked as the Polish division of EquiLibre Foundation. At the time, Janina Ochojska 
started putting together relief convoys for residents of the besieged Sarajevo. It was the first 
initiative of this kind in Poland, which gave people an opportunity to bring relief to victims of 
war waged so close to home. 
Since then we have brought aid to people in 44 countries around the world. We have 
encountered crisis situations of various kinds and have employed various methods of providing 
assistance. The experience has helped us greatly expand and specialize our relief efforts. 

PAH's mission is to make the world a better place by relieving suffering and promoting 
humanitarian values. We help people in crisis situations return to self-reliance and assume 
responsibility for their own future as soon as possible. We work efficiently while respecting 
human dignity and thinking about the long-term prospects for a sustainable development in 
regions affected by war, natural disasters or poverty. We also engage in consciousness-raising 
efforts in Poland, trying to foster humanitarian attitudes and deepen public understanding of 
the relations between the Global South and the Global North. We shape a modern culture of 
aid and teach people about it. 



Where we work

Afghanistan
Albania
Bangladesh
Belarus
Bosnia
Burma
Cameroon
Croatia
Czech Republic
Russian Federation – Siberia
Russian Federation – Beslan
Russian Federation – Chechnya
Georgia
Germany
Haiti
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Japan
Kazakhstan
North Korea
Kosovo
Lebanon
Libya
Lithuania
Macedonia
Mozambique
The Palestinian Authority
Pakistan
The Philippines
Poland
Romania
Serbia
Somalia
Sri Lanka
South Sudan
Sudan – Darfur
Syria
Turkey
Ukraine
USA (New Orleans)

Currently aided

Aided in previous years



The Palestinian Authority
Capital: Ramallah
Population: approx. 4,350,000 
GDP per capita: USD 1,679 USD (in 2012)
HDI: 0,670

The Israeli-Palestinian armed conflict is one of the longest in the 
world. War and the semi-desert climate make living conditions in 
the crowded Palestinian Authority very harsh. The situation has 
been exacerbated by the erection of the wall separating Arab 
and Jewish populations. The wall cuts across fields, preventing 
farmers from growing crops, making it difficult for people to 
commute to work and school, and obtain potable water; it even 
separates families. Limited access to water and poor sanitation 
cause especially grave problems. Due to poverty — which is 
especially severe in the Gaza Strip — Palestinians cannot afford 
to repair broken infrastructure. Many families are forced to buy 
expensive water distributed in special tanks, and to use old 
septic tanks, which leak and contaminate ground water. Some 
Palestinians cannot even afford to empty the tanks, so the sewage 
sometimes spills onto the streets. All this affects the health of the 
local community, while its weakest members — that is children — 
may even die.

PAH renovates and builds water and sanitation infrastructure in 
the West Bank and Gaza. In 2013, tanks in which rainwater is 
collected for household use and tanks in the wastewater treatment 
plant were renovated. The Foundation renovated schools 
damaged by military operations to ensure that children had 
access to education; it also promoted hygiene among students.

Per capita consumption of water in the West Bank is 70 litres per 
day. According to the World Health Organization, the absolute 
minimum needed for healthy development is 100 litres.

Over 30 percent of households in Gaza have access to running 
water only during one in four days, only for 6-8 hours. 

95 percent of water in Gaza contains dangerously high levels of 
chloride and nitrogen.

Fewer than half of the Palestinians have access to sanitation.

Syrian Arab Republic
Capital: Damascus
Population: 21,960,358 
GDP per capita: USD 3,095 (in 2011)
HDI: 0,648

The civil war in Syria has produced one of the world's most 
severe humanitarian crises. Syrian civilians who remained in 
the war-torn country are struggling to survive each day. They 
lack food, medicines and safe shelters. Prices of all goods have 
risen many-fold and people impoverished by war cannot afford 
basic necessities, such as water and food.  Health problems 
have been exacerbated due to the closure of medical facilities. 
Field hospitals set up during the war provide indispensable, but 
limited services. Because of shelling and bombardment, civilians 
are forced to seek shelter outside the country or within Syria. The 
majority of people have to live in ruins of medieval towns, caves 
and refugee camps. With schools having been closed down, 
children are deprived of education. In response to the growing 
needs of Syrian civilians, PAH provided aid in the Idlib and Hama 
provinces by supplying food (flour, bread, food baskets), potable 
water, personal hygiene articles, everyday items and medicines. 
By the end of the year, water pumping stations and pipes were 
being installed, and a mobile clinic was established to provide 
medical care.

At least half of the 9 million internally displaced persons  
in Syria are children. 

Approximately 3 million civilians in Syria live in remote areas, 
and nearly 250,000 live in cities — like Homs and Yarmouk 
— that are completely isolated from the world. 

To escape civil war, most of Syrian refugees fled to neighbouring 
countries. Almost a million live in Lebanon, 760,000 in Turkey, 
nearly 600,000 in Jordan, 230,000 in Iraq, and 140,000 in 
Egypt.

Regions  
we operate in

PAH in Syria (basic facts)
Start of mission: 2013
Area of operation: Idlib and Hama provinces
Number of beneficiaries in 2013: 39,293 individuals

PAH in the Palestinian Authority (basic facts)
Start of mission: 2006 
Area of operation: the West Bank and Gaza
Number of beneficiaries in 2013: 26,007 individuals



Philippines
Capital: Manila
Population: 92,337,852 
GDP per capita: USD 2,587 (in 2012)
HDI: 0,654

The Philippines is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the 
world. On average, there are 20 natural disasters per year in the 
region. One of the most catastrophic was Typhoon Haiyan, which 
struck the central part of the Philippines on 8 November 2013. 
Winds of up to 275 km/h left many Filipinos without a home or 
basic necessities, such as water, food and medicines. 

The needs of the victims were assessed by PAH employees on 
site and the Foundation decided to spend the funds raised on the 
reconstruction of houses and a school on the island of Bantayan 
in the Cebu province (the island was at the epicentre of the 
typhoon). In order to ensure that residents have robust shelters 
when the next disaster strikes, a special design of a building 
was created, based on traditional methods of construction (with 
bamboo and palm leaves), but enhanced by innovative solutions 
to give it extra strength. PAH provided training in basic techniques 
of structure and roof reinforcement; the beneficiaries also 
received a manual and tips put together by an architect.

Nearly 6,000 people died due to Typhoon Haiyan, and nearly 
14 million required aid.

The typhoon destroyed over 1.1 million homes.

Almost 25 percent of Filipinos live in poverty.

Republic of South Sudan
Capital: Juba
Population: 12,000,000 (estimated)  
GDP per capita: USD 862 (in 2012)
HDI: not available

South Sudan is the youngest state in Africa. Despite the 
declaration of independence in July 2011, living conditions in the 
country have been improving at a very slow pace. The needs of 
the region devastated by decades of civil war are enormous. At 
the end of 2013, the situation in South Sudan deteriorated even 
further with the outbreak of fighting between the ruling Dinka 
and the Nuer tribes. The conflict in Juba quickly spread to the 
rest of the country, engulfing six out of South Sudan's ten states. 
Residents of these states faced a potential food crisis and an 
epidemic of cholera; many people were unable to obtain water 
and basic necessities. The deteriorating humanitarian situation 
and the threat of violence prompted over 1.5 million people to 
flee their homes in search of safety.

In 2013, PAH implemented water and sanitation projects in South 
Sudan, constructing and repairing wells, promoting hygiene, 
coordinating the construction of a farm for Malual Chat villagers 
and offering English language reading and writing classes for 
adults. At the end of the year, the scope of aid in South Sudan 
changed in the aftermath of the December crisis. The construction 
of toilets, the provision of water, food and personal hygiene 
articles, as well as the distribution of water purification kits 
became top priorities. 

51 percent of the people live below the poverty line.

Almost 57 percent of the population does not have access to 
potable water.

85 percent of the population does not have access to adequate 
sanitation.

More than 70 percent of the people are illiterate.

PAH in South Sudan (basic facts)
Start of mission: 2006 
Area of operation: Jonglei
Number of beneficiaries in 2013: 133,830 individuals

PAH in the Philippines (basic facts)
Start of temporary mission: 2013 
Area of operation: Bantayan (Cebu)
Number of beneficiaries in 2013: 180 families



Somalia
Capital: Mogadishu
Population: 11,000,000 (estimated) 
GDP per capita: USD 284 (in 2012)  
HDI: not available due to political instability

Civil war has been raging in Somalia for more than two decades. 
Although an interim government was appointed in 2012, deep 
divisions between regions have proved hard to eradicate and the 
authorities in Mogadishu control only a small part of the country. 
Reignited tribal conflicts, increasingly frequent droughts and the 
lack of infrastructure make living conditions in Somalia some of 
the harshest in the world. Most Somalis do not have access to 
potable water, children suffer from malnutrition, the educational 
system in the south-central part of the country does not exist and 
access to medical care is severely limited. Large numbers of IDPs 
fleeing the fighting arrive at refugee camps near large urban 
centres, where they are exposed to numerous diseases, due to 
extremely poor housing and sanitary conditions.
To meet the needs of local population, PAH constructed wells, 
berkads (traditional rainwater tanks in the ground) and toilets,  
as well, and trained pump technicians and promoted hygiene.  
As part of its food aid, the Foundation financed school vegetable 
gardens, and provided therapeutic and supplementary 
nourishment for children, pregnant women and lactating mothers 
— in other words, those members of the population, whose lives 
are most endangered by poverty and food shortages in Somalia.

70 percent of the people do not have access to potable water. 

77 percent of the people do not have access to sanitation 
facilities.

10 percent of the population is internally displaced.

43 percent of the people live on less than a dollar a day. 

One in five Somali children dies before reaching 5 years of age 
due to malnutrition or disease.

Poland
Capital: Warsaw
Population: 38,530,000 
GDP per capita: USD 13,432
HDI: 0,821

Poland is currently seen as a country which has achieved a stable 
position in Europe thanks to its accession to the European Union. 
Robust institutions, one of the fastest growing economies in the 
European Union and modernization stimulated by the influx of EU 
funds are Poland's strengths highlighted by the World Bank and 
other international organizations. However, development is very 
uneven and many social problems remain without solution. For 
example, children from poor families suffer from malnutrition and 
are often deprived of at least one warm meal a day. Foreigners 
applying for refugee status in Poland also face many hardships; 
after traumatic experiences in their home countries, they need 
legal, vocational and integrative counselling and support.

In 2013, PAH continued to provide meals for children at schools 
and in after-school clubs as part of its "Pajacyk" campaign. 
Foreigners applying for refugee status and those already in 
the process of being granted ssuch status profited from Polish 
language classes, as well as legal, vocational and professional 
activation counselling, provided by PAH's Centre for Assistance 
for Refugees and Repatriates. During the previous year, we also 
implemented social campaigns and global education activities 
targeted at high school and university students, teachers, 
politicians, journalists and the entire Polish population.

One in five Polish children does not have access to basic 
necessities to satisfy essential needs and enable the child to 
develop properly—in this respect Poland is near the bottom of the 
scale when compared to other EU countries.

7.4 percent of Poles spend less than the minimum subsistence 
level. In some rural areas this proportion is as high as 11.6 
percent. 

Each year approximately 10,000 applications for refugee status 
are filed in Poland.

PAH in Somalia (basic facts)
Start of mission: 2011 
Area of operation: Mogadishu, Puntland
Number of beneficiaries in 2013: 57,000 individuals

PAH in Poland (basic facts)
Start of mission: 1994  
Area of operation: Poland
Number of beneficiaries in 2013: 8,855 individuals



Humanitarian aid
Each year as many as 400 natural disasters occur around the world, affecting the lives of more than 250 million people. Numerous 
armed conflicts and the concomitant persecution and displacements push the overall number of victims even higher. 
The ultimate goal of humanitarian aid is to save the lives and protect the health and dignity of people victimised by armed conflicts and 
natural disasters.  Even though humanitarian aid is usually a short-term measure, it is not limited to activities designed to meet immediate 
needs, such as medical first aid, food and water supplies, shelter or moral support. Humanitarian aid also involves rebuilding the 
infrastructure necessary for post-disaster reconstruction, implementing measures to prevent the spread of diseases, and helping people 
return to normal life. Such activities include ensuring stable water, food and medical supplies, as well as the reconstruction of houses, 
schools and sanitary facilities. The coordination of such activities is also part of humanitarian aid. 

Natural disasters are becoming more common around the world, as their number grew from 78 in 1975 to nearly 400 in 2013.

The last major humanitarian disaster was the earthquake in Haiti in 2010, which claimed the lives of nearly 223,000 people.

Armed conflicts around the world have caused over 50 million people to become refugees or IDPs.

The European Union with its member states is the largest donor of humanitarian aid in the world — in 2012 the EU provided aid for 

122 million people in over 90 countries.

Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financ-
ing

Partners

South Sudan 
(Jonglei)

82,000 Provided emergency aid through the distribution of goods other than food to meet immediate needs. institutional 
funders: ECHO

Syria (Hama and 
Idlib provinces) 

13,720 Distributed drugs for the treatment of leishmaniasis, medical supplies, disinfection tablets, cleaning agents 
and personal hygiene articles, water containers, blankets, warm clothing and basic household goods. 

institutional 
funders: Caritas 
CR, Save the Chil-
dren; individual 
donors: PAH SOS 
Club/individual 
donors/public 
fundraiser no. 
44/2013

Office of the 
President of 
Poland, Ministry of 
Defence, BBrown, 
Rossmann

Syria (Hama and 
Idlib provinces)

2,773 Provided IDPs with access to potable water by tanker delivery and distribution of water containers and 
water purification tablets.

institutional 
funders: Save the 
Children, Caritas 
CCR

Syria (12 villages 
in Hama and Idlib 
provinces)

2,100 Distributed drugs for the treatment of leishmaniasis to six field hospitals and medical facilities. Established 
a mobile PAH clinic offering medical care (the clinic employs medical professionals — doctor, nurse and 
pharmacist).

commercial 
donors: Golden 
Tulip; individual 
donors 

Syria (Hama and 
Idlib provinces)

20,700 Distributed bread and food baskets among Syrian families. institutional 
funders: GOAL, 
Caritas CR

Philippines (Ban-
tayan Island, 
Cebu)

180 families Assessed the needs of Typhoon Haiyan victims and decided to build 1,000 homes for Filipino families. 
Constructed the prototype home and distributed building materials among some of the families. Contin-
ued to provide aid in 2014. 

individual 
donors: PAH 
SOS Club / indi-
vidual donors / 
public fundraiser 
No. 438/2013

YPDR (Young 
Pioneers Disas-
ter Response) 

Syria, 2013. Photo: Maciej Moskwa / TESTIGO Documentary

Humanitarian aid



Access to potable water  
and sanitation facilities
768 million people have no access to clean water and 2.5 billion people live without basic sanitary facilities. This problem is particularly severe 
in poor countries and those affected by natural disasters or armed conflicts. Lack of funds and lack of internal stability prevent the water supply 
and sanitation facilities from being repaired and rebuilt. And yet, access to potable water and sanitation have a decisive impact on the quality 
of people's lives: health, food availability and education opportunities. Moreover, the drilling of wells or the construction of other sources of 
water in the vicinity of households has a positive impact on their ability to raise crops in small gardens or fields. To ensure sustainable growth it 
is equally important to raise awareness of the importance of hygiene and the risks associated with contaminated water, and to train technicians 
who will maintain the newly-built water and sanitation facilities. 

Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financing Partners

South Sudan 
(Jonglei)

33,000 Rebuilt 31 wells and drilled 3 new ones, created a map of water collection points and 
provided training for pump technicians, established personal hygiene clubs at schools 
and coordinated water and sanitation (WASH) efforts of international aid organisations 
active in Jonglei.

institutional funders: UNICEF

South Sudan 
(Ayod, Akobo and 
Nyrol)

18,000 Drilled 18 wells and provided training in hygiene and operation of wells. individual donors: individual donors/ 
public fundraiser no. 1/2014

Somalia (Jowle 
IDP camps in 
Garowe and 
Mogadishu) 

20,000 Drilled 11 wells and built 100 toilets (camp in Garowe), distributed personal hygiene 
kits, ran awareness-raising campaigns for the beneficiaries, provided training to pump 
technicians, promoted hygiene and organised camp cleaning.

institutional funders: ECHO; individual 
donors: individual donors/public 
fundraiser no. 55/2012

ANPPCAP

Somalia (Ceel 
Buuh, Jalam, Dhi-
ganle, Haji Kheyr, 
Hasbahalle)

4,000 Built four school berkads (traditional tanks for collecting rainwater) and set up veg-
etable gardens.

commercial donors: Electrolux; 
individual donors: public fundraiser 
no. 55/2012 

WFP 

The Palestinian 
Authority (West 
Bank) 

10,000 Renovated 30 school toilets, published and distributed a textbook on hygiene promo-
tion.

institutional funders: UNICEF The Ministry of 
Education of 
the Palestinian 
Authority

The Palestinian 
Authority (Beit 
Mirsim)

60 Repaired 5 underground water tanks used by Bedouins for household purposes and 
farming. Provided training in tank maintenance and proper use for the purpose of water 
storage. 

institutional funders: Ministry of For-
eign Affairs; individual donors: public 
fundraiser no. 55/2012

Palestinian Hydrol-
ogy Group

The Palestinian 
Authority (schools 
in Surif and Beit 
Ummamr, orphan-
age in Bethlehem)  

902 Built 3 water tanks and provided training in hygiene promotion. institutional funders: Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

The Palestinian 
Authority (Beith 
Lahia and Rafah)

437 Reconstructed two water tanks at a sewage treatment plant, which were destroyed 
during the escalation of the conflict in Gaza in November 2012 (failure to repair the 
tanks would have endangered the health of local communities and the region’s natural 
environment).

institutional funders: OCHA ERF

It is estimated that, by 2025, 1,8 billion people will be living in areas with chronic water shortages.

Approximately 1,800 children under 5 die each day from diarrhoea caused by dirty water.

Approximately 3,4 million people worldwide die each year of diseases caused by contaminated water.

More people in the world own a mobile phone than have access to a toilet.

443 million hours of class per year are skipped by children due to diseases caused by contaminated water.

Access to water, sanitation and hygiene promotion

Somalia, 2013. Photo: Agata Grzybowska



Access to food
More than 840 million people worldwide suffer from hunger and malnutrition. Yet the fundamental root cause is not 
a shortage of food, but its inaccessibility and unfair distribution. Factors exacerbating the problem of hunger include 
climate change, financial crises and the associated food and fuel price hikes, armed conflicts, natural disasters, as 
well as underdeveloped agriculture and chronic poverty. 
In the face of a food crisis or famine, an immediate response is needed in the form of food distribution among 
the affected population. However, the key to overcome the crisis is to support agricultural projects, which enable 
residents of developing countries to produce their own food. Food independence can be increased by ensuring 
stable supplies of water, by distributing seeds and tools, by providing farm animals and by offering training in food 
production and farming.

One in eight people does not have enough food to avoid hunger and to lead an active social and professional life. 

Each year 5 million children die of malnutrition.

66 million primary school children in developing countries are malnourished.

About 80 percent of people suffering from hunger live in rural areas, and most of them work as small-scale 
food producers: farmers, shepherds, fishermen or agricultural labourers.

Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financing Partners

South Sudan 
(Malual Chat)

530 Supported farm development by constructing an irrigation system, storage and sanitary facilities.  Provided training in micro-entrepreneurship in 
agriculture for local residents who use the farm. 

institutional funders: Caritas Carin-
thia; individual donors

Somalia (Moga-
dishu)

33,000 Used funds raised through the “Pajacyk” programme to finance therapeutic and supplementary nutrition for children, pregnant women and lactat-
ing mothers at two clinics in Mogadishu. Provided supplementary nutrition by purchasing supplies of medical nutrients critical to patient life and 
health. 

individual donors; commercial 
donors: International Paper

Somali Young 
Doctors Associa-
tion

Poland 2,855 Used funds raised through the “Pajacyk” programme to finance 278,203 meals for children aged 6-15. The campaign was executed in coopera-
tion with schools and community day care centres.

commercial donors: DHL, TZMO, 
PayBack/Loyalty Partners,  
BZ WBK, BP; individual donors: 
individual donors/public fundraiser 
no. 37/2013

Schools and com-
munity day care 
centres

Access to food 

South Sudan, 2013. Photo: Tomasz Woźny



Access to education
Despite access to education being one of the fundamental human rights, 57 million children worldwide do not 
attend school, while 759 million adults have no chance of receiving even basic education. More than half of them 
are girls and women. They are excluded from education for various reasons, such as armed conflicts, prevailing 
social norms and poverty. Whatever the circumstances, this is a violation of the fundamental human right to 
education, one that deprives the individual of the opportunity to develop and participate in the life of their society.
Education is more than mere acquisition of knowledge. It is an opportunity to develop and have a longer, more 
secure and dignified life, independent of external aid. With education, people become aware of their rights and 
duties, and, if the former are violated, learn how to fight for them.  

Nearly half of all children deprived of primary-level education live in Sub-Saharan Africa.

21 percent of children and adolescents living in areas affected by armed conflicts are in danger of never 

learning to read and write; this proportion is 7 percent in the remaining poor regions of the world.

123 million people aged 15-24 do not have basic literacy skills.

More than 60 percent of them are women. 

Beneficiaries Project description, 
activities and 
outcomes

Source of financing Source of 
financing

The Palestinian Au-
thority (East Khan 
Younis and Middle 
Area in Gaza)

14,608 Renovated 17 schools destroyed during escalation of the conflict in Gaza in November 
2012. Repaired the electrical installation and rebuilt damaged school premises.

institutional 
funders: OCHA 
ERF

South Sudan 
(Panapet, Malek)

300 Provided English language reading and writing courses for adults (four groups at differ-
ent skill levels). Purchased teaching aids and books, and financed salaries for 6 teachers 
who work at the two schools.

individual do-
nors: individual 
donors/public 
fundraiser no. 
50/2012

Access to education

Philippines, 2013. Photo: YPDR



Aid for refugees and repatriates  
in Poland
Globally, there are almost 17 million refugees and 33 million IDPs who were forced to 
abandon their homes due to wars, political, racial or religious persecution, or being member 
of a particular social group. Some of these people have come to Poland, where thousands 
file for refugee status every year, hoping to find asylum. However, completing the process and 
being granted refugee status is only the first step. The main challenge for foreigners in Poland 
is to adapt to the new country and perhaps and build a new life from scratch. Repatriates who 
decide to return to Poland — sometimes after decades — also find the start difficult.

Programs Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financing Partners

Dobry Start w zasięgu ręki! 
(Good start within your 
reach!) - 2

Krakow, Toruń, Warsaw 2,939 Provided legal, vocational and psychological counselling, vocational training, computer and language 
courses. Carried out information and integrative activities aimed at foreigners (organised meetings, 
published and distributed the “Poland for You” guidebook).

institutional funders: EIF, the state 
budget; individual donors: “1% 
tax” deduction

Refugee.4 – Integracja 
cudzoziemców w Polsce 
(Refugee.4 – Integration of 
foreigners in Poland)

Warsaw, Linin 900 foreigners applying for 
refugee status and people 
under international protec-
tion in Poland

Provided vocational consultancy services and workshops, Polish language courses, computer courses, 
professional activation and counselling meetings.

institutional funders: ERF, the state 
budget, Warsaw Municipal Of-
fice; individual donors: “1% tax” 
deduction

RAZEM 2 — Integracja, po-
radnictwo, wiedza i wspar-
cie dla cudzoziemców 
(TOGETHER-2 Integration, 
counselling, knowledge and 
support for foreigners)

Warsaw, Toruń, refugee 
centres in Dębak – Podkowa 
Leśna and Grupa near 
Grudziądz

1,775 Provided legal and psychological counselling, as well as professional activation workshops for refugee 
women. Ran a helpdesk and day care centre for children in refugee camps. 

institutional funders: the ERF, the 
state budget, Toruń Municipal 
Office; individual donors: “1% tax” 
deduction

Pracuj w Polsce (Work in 
Poland). Assistance provided 
to foreigners in the labour 
market

Warsaw, Toruń, Bydgoszcz 250 foreigners with resi-
dence permits issued under 
the 2012 Abolition Act or 
with temporary residence 
permits valid for at least 
one year 

Provided legal advice and vocational counselling and courses. Provided Polish language courses and 
held information and integrative meetings.                                                                                                                              

institutional funders: EIF, the state 
budget; individual donors: “1% 
tax” deduction

Professional activation of 
repatriates and foreigners in 
Kraków and Lesser Poland

Krakow 200 Provided legal counselling, organised integration meetings, vocational courses, computer and Polish 
language courses. 

institutional funders: State Street 
Foundation

National Museum in Krakow, 
“Wspólnota Polska” Associa-
tion, Kraków branch

Grupa, near Grudziadz Photo: 2013. Photo: Agata Banaś



Global education, campaigns and advocacy 
The changes that have taken place in Poland over the last 25 years have transformed it into a prosperous country, with a Human 
Development Index (HDI) that gives it 35th place in the global ranking of the most developed countries. However, it is not only 
prosperity and access to public services — such as medical care and education — that determine the quality of our lives. It is also the 
strength of civic engagement and efforts to create a better and fairer world. 
The purpose of global education projects is to raise public awareness — especially among children and young people — of trends and 
relations of mutual dependence in the modern world, and of the needs of developing countries. People who are well informed about 
humanitarian crises are more sensitive to problems, are able to help others wisely and effectively thanks to a deeper understanding of 
their needs and cultural background.

Programs Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financing Partners

Schools for global respon-
sibility

Lublin, Lesser Poland, 
Subcarpathian, Podlaskie, 
Świętokrzyskie and Warm-
ian-Masurian voivodeships

118 teachers, 355 students 
(30 schools)

Organised training in global education for teachers and students, launched an e-learning course for teachers 
and conducted workshops for young people. Brought out three publications (“The Right to Food”, “The Right 
to Education” and “The Right to Water”) and an issue of the “Pomagamy” magazine; produced educational 
posters.

institutional funders: Swiss Funds, 
CAF; individual donors: “1% tax” 
deduction/individual donors

Centre for Education Development, Arche 
noVa

“Akcja Edukacja” (Action 
Education) and “Świat bez 
głodu” (World without hun-
ger) educational campaigns

Poland 44,400 people (173 
schools)

Encouraged Polish schools to teach classes on access to education and food in the world. Conducted classes 
based on teaching materials provided by PAH (posters and two publications: “The Right to Education” and “The 
Right to Food”).

individual donors: “1% tax” 
deduction

GLEN Poland, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Ethiopia

3 Polish students, 935 
residents of Tanzania, 
Uganda and Ethiopia and 
207 students from Polish 
schools

Recruited, selected and sent participants to Tanzania, Ethiopia and Uganda for three-month internships. The 
trainees conducted workshops for local communities (including ones on marketing, communication and conflict 
resolution), as well as in Poland, after their return: 5 large-scale global education workshops at Torun schools.

Engagement Global GmbH; 
individual donors: “1% tax” 
deduction 

ASA Programme

Global Festival Locally. Toruń 
for human rights in Africa

Toruń 350 Organised workshops and urban games with a focus on human rights, tolerance towards other cultures and rela-
tions between the Global North and the Global South.

institutional funders: Toruń 
Municipality

Cooperation with schools and educational projects

Programs Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financing Partners

Visegrad Group’s Develop-
ment Aid — United to Achieve 
Millennium Development 
Goals

Poland, Hungary (Buda-
pest), Slovakia (Bratislava)

2,530 Organised national and international conferences on development policy; published 5 reports promoting the 
main trends in the European and global debate on development cooperation. Engaged in activities and pro-
duced publications targeted primarily at Polish decision-makers and employees of institutions involved in shaping 
Polish development cooperation.

institutional funders: the European 
Commission

Advocacy

Programs Location Beneficiaries Project description, activities and outcomes Source of financing Partners

Education with a focus on 
refugee issues  

 Poland Polish society (includ-
ing 1,300 people who 
watched the Refugee Re-
view and 100 participants 
in workshops for teachers 
and students)

Distributed information about the situation of refugees in Poland and in the world with the help of PAH’s internal 
media (fanpage, website), advertising, photography exhibitions and editorial cooperation with national media. 
Promoted the “Refugee Review” film festival devoted to refugee issues, organised by PAH to mark the Refugee 
Day (20 June); ran the www.uchodzcydoszkoly.pl, paper and website Refugee.pl; published a summary report 
on the 2012 Abolition Act. Provided training for teachers who work with foreigners—children and young people. 

institutional funders: ERF, Warsaw 
Municipal Office, the Batory 
Foundation; individual donors: 
“1% tax” deduction

ZenithOptimedia, Focus Advantage, Quen-
di, Luna, Tumult, Pauza, Nowe Horyzonty 
Cinema, Dwa Światy Club, Café Kawka

Education with a focus on 
access to water issues 

 Poland Polish society Informed public opinion about the problem of potable water shortages and PAH’s water and sanitation 
programs. The campaign was carried out with the help of PAH’s internal media, advertising, photography 
exhibitions and editorial cooperation with the national media. Promoted the World Water Day (22 March) by 
organising “kilometre marches for water” in Warsaw and Krakow.

ZenithOptimedia, Warsaw Metro, MPK 
Kraków, the Ethnographic Museum in 
Warsaw, Saatchi&Saatchi

Education with a focus on 
access to food

 Poland Polish society Informed public opinion about issues of food availability and poverty with the help of PAH’s internal media, 
advertising, photography exhibitions and editorial cooperation with the national media. Organised nation-wide 
campaigns: “Kuchnia Pełna Serca” (a charity dinner to mark the World Food Day) and “Świąteczny Stół Paja-
cyka” (a fundraiser involving 437 catering establishments across Poland).

Marrakesh Cafe, Gastro Magic Service, 
Łapanowski Grupa Kulinarna,  
Gastronauci.pl, News Gastro.pl, Wild Bean 
Cafe, BP, Drukarnia Leyko, Gazeta Wybor-
cza, TVP Kraków, PiK, Tylko Toruń, Radio 
Kraków, Saatchi&Saatchi, ZenithOptimedia

Education with a focus on 
humanitarian aid 

 Poland Polish society Informed public opinion about the challenges and problems faced by communities and countries affected by 
humanitarian crises and natural disasters. The campaign was carried out with the help of PAH’s internal media, 
advertising, photography exhibitions and editorial cooperation with the national media. In 2013, the campaign 
focused largely on the humanitarian crises in the Philippines, South Sudan and Syria, and on the profession of 
humanitarian worker. 

Saatchi&Saatchi, ZenithOptimedia, Cen-
trum Sztuki Współczesnej, Nowa Prowincja, 
“Pod Gruszką” Journalists Club, “Niebo” 
Club, “Koniec Świata”

Education with a focus on 
humanitarian aid — Syria

Poland An appeal to Polish public opinion, signed by prominent Polish authority figures, to support a petition in favour 
of a prompt start of peace talks in Syria. Meetings, discussions, concerts and fundraisers were held in support of 
civilians victimised by the war in Syria.

Office of the President of Poland

“1% tax” deduction Poland A public campaign and fundraising campaigns designed to make public opinion in Poland more aware of PAH’s 
efforts and to encourage individuals to donate 1% of their tax to finance them. The campaign was publicised in 
the press, on screens installed in public transport, and on the Internet (advertising and distribution of software 
designed to assist the user in completing tax returns, intended for PAH donors). 

individual donors: “1% tax” 
deduction/individual donors

ZenithOptimedia, Saatchi&Saatchi

Activities targeted at the Polish society



About the Organisation
Name: Polish Humanitarian Action

Registered office and address: Szpitalna 5/3, 00-031 Warszawa

Telephone / Fax: (22) 828 90 86, 831 99 38, 828 88 82

E-mail: pah@pah.org.pl

Website: www.pah.org.pl

Bank and bank account number: Bank BPH S.A. Oddział w Warszawie  
   Nowy Świat 6/12  

00-400 Warszawa  
56 1060 0076 0000 4011 0000 1906

Governing bodies: Foundation Council 
 Management Board 
 Audit Committee

Foundation’s registration date First entry: 20 December 1994  
and register book number:   District Court for the Capital City of Warsaw, 

Economic Court, 19th Economic Register Division No. 4443; 
KRS No. 0000136833 entry of 28 October 2002 
Public Benefit Organisation Status - 19 March 2004

REGON No.: 010849302

Foundation President of the Board: 
Management Board: Janina Ochojska-Okońska,  
 Members of the Board: 
 Włodzimierz Sarna 
 Grzegorz Gruca 
 Maciej Bagiński 
 Aleksandra Rezunow

Structure

Principles, forms and scope of statutory 
activities, with information on the achievement 
of statutory goals
The purpose of the Foundation is to organise and provide humanitarian and development aid, to carry out charitable, socially 
beneficial and educational work, and to oppose social exclusion.

PAH undertakes to achieve its statutory goals by:
• Researching and collecting information on aid needs;
• Acquiring, transporting and distributing aid;
• Establishing permanent and temporary aid missions;
• Creating and supporting aid facilities;
• Conducting publishing and training activity; 
• Organising cultural and educational events and awareness-raising campaigns;
• Holding public fundraisers;
• Organising conferences and seminars;
• Promoting humanitarian attitudes and development through education;
• Organising recreation and leisure activities for children and adolescents.
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Financial Information
Revenues
Statutory revenues of the Foundation:   PLN 19,994,504.69 
including:
Financial revenues  PLN 6,610,442.72 
(contributions from individuals and legal persons)
Financial revenues (subsidies and grants)  PLN 13,289,593.56 
In-kind donations  PLN 44,165.40
Free-of-charge services  PLN 50,303.01
The Foundation does not conduct any business activity
The Foundation does not provide any services in return for payment

Sources of income
Contributions 1%      947,730.81        5%
Polish NGOs 698,586.16     3%
Foreign NGOs 562,299.42     3%
EU organisations 8,388,966.38      42%
UN organisations 3,375,169.16 17%
State-owned 445,257.95     2%
Owned by local authorities 36,688.38     0%
Contributions from individuals and legal persons 4,439,870.04     22%
Public fundraising 1,099,936.39     6%
Total 19,994,504.69 100%

Financial revenue PLN 110,558.23

Costs
Statutory costs incurred by the Foundation: PLN 22,644,411.29
Including non-financial costs:
In-kind donations  PLN 44,589.96
Services provided free of charge  PLN 35,989.70

Overhead costs incurred by the Foundation:  PLN 998,551.27
Including:
Consumables and energy  PLN 65,113.03
Third-party services  PLN 271,906.61
Taxes and fees  PLN 27.67
Salaries  PLN 407,831.65
Social security contributions and other benefits  PLN 210,917.02
Depreciation  PLN 39,981.07
Other  PLN 2,773.22

Loans, deposits, bonds, shares and property
The Foundation does not provide loans
Cash deposited in bank accounts: Bank BPH S.A., PLN 1,509,075.21
The Foundation did not purchase any bonds, stock, shares or property

Purchase of fixed assets worth over PLN 5,000

Tent hall, 2 pcs.      20,090.65    
Power generator 8,314.04
Water testing kit 24,766.83
BGAN satellite terminal 16,167.29
Mechanical pump 29,382.89
Compressor 135,861.60
Two containers 56,043.75
Total 290,627.05   

Assets and Liabilities of the Foundation

Total assets  PLN 6,435,740.59
Total liabilities  PLN 456,035.91

Information about activities commissioned to the foundation  
by government and local authorities

Donator, information about the project Funds received 
(PLN)

Funds used 
(PLN)

Financial result

Palestine/MSZ2013, agreement no. 153/PPR2013, improvement of 
plumbing and sanitary conditions at education centres by constructing 
water tanks in schools and an orphanage in the Hebron and Bethlehem 
Districts on the Western Bank

419 960,00 398 486,60 21 473,40

Palestine/WPP 2013, agreement no. 977/WPP 2013/NGO, 
development of marginalised areas and improvement of water security by 
repairing water thanks in southern Hebron

37 812,00 27 948,58 9 863,42

MEN/Refugees/Grupa na szóstkę, agreement no. MEN/2013/
DSWM/855, organising activities for six year olds from Grupa near 
Grudziądz

20 000,00 19 976,84 23,16

City of Grudziądz, agreement no. 524/2/19/2012, organising festival 
“World without boundaries” as part of the Razem 2 project

5 140,00 4 619,03 520,97

Toruń City Hall, agreement no. WŚiZ.524.9.2013, organising the 
celebrations of the World Water Day

4 000,00  3 999,23 0,77

Toruń City Hall, agreement no. 12/2013, organising the “Locally Global. 
Citizens of Toruń in support of human rights in Africa” festival.

3 000,00 2 526,69 473,31

Authorities of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie province, agreement no. 
RO.042.1.121.2013, organising the “Meeting of Cultures” fair to 
celebrate the World Refugee Day.

8 000,00 8 000,00 0,00

Authorities of the capital city of Warsaw, agreement no. PS/B/
VI/3/10/263/2013, media campaign and Refugee Review in 
celebration of the Refugee Day

10 000,00 6 201,99 3 798,01

Authorities of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie province, agreement no. 
SP.616.1.156.2013, the “Group history lesson” project

4 000,00 3 541,44 458,56

Authorities of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie province, agreement no. 
SP.616.1.539.2013, the Razem2 project: integration, counselling, 
knowledge and support for foreigners

7 800,00 7 800,00 0,00

Total 519 712,00 483 100,40 36 611,60



Settlement of tax liabilities of the Foundation
•  Personal income tax (on salaries and contracts of mandate) is paid on a regular basis, in accordance with the PIT-4R 

annual return. This obligation was settled in December 2013.
•  Value Added Tax is paid on schedule, in accordance with the VAT-7K quarterly return. No obligation was outstanding as 

of 31 December 2013.
•  The Foundation is exempt from corporate income tax. Therefore, it is not required to file the CIT-2 return, but only the CIT-8 

annual return.

Reviews, audits and their results in the reporting period 
•  The comprehensive financial audit of the Foundation's books for 2012 was performed by Advantim Sp. z o.o.  

The audit report contained no comments.
•  The financial audit of the third year of the international KMC project was performed by Advantim. The audit report 

contained no comments.
•  Authority Implementing European Programmes, material and financial monitoring of Project No. 43/6/EFI/2011 (III).   

The material and financial monitoring report contained a recommendation to provide additional documentation.  
The documentation was provided.

•  Authority Implementing European Programmes, financial monitoring of Project No. 5/8/EFU/2011. The financial 
monitoring report contained a recommendation to provide additional documentation. The documentation was provided.

•  Social Insurance Company (ZUS), the department responsible for auditing payers of contributions in Warsaw; the audit 
report contained comments and recommendations, calling for the calculation of social security contributions and other 
contributions to be corrected. The Foundation complied with the recommendations as per ZUS comments.

 Source of funding Amount  
 1% TAX WRITE OFFS FOR THE FOUNDATION  947 730,81    
 BANK ZACHODNI WBK   255 351,43    
 BILLBIRD S.A.    301,81
 BP POLSKA    106 806,00    
 CAF 23 247,00
 CARITAS CARINTHIA 165 768,19
 CARITAS CZECH REPUBLIC 204 391,32
 CENTRE FOR YOUTH CO-OPERATION AND MOBILITY 13 600,00
 DONATIONS IN-KIND FROM COMPANIES 44 165,40
 SERVICE DONATIONS FROM COMPANIES 51 942,35
 ECHO 6 078 645,03
 EFI – CENTRE FOR IMPLEMENTATION  
 OF EUROPEAN PROGRAMMES 752 808,33
 EFU 1 230 960,79
 FOP SWITZERLAND 317 096,72
 EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY FOUNDATION 18 170,37
 GOLDEN TULIP FOUNDATION 50 501,18
 STEFAN BATORY FOUNDATION 2 238,73
 EDUCATION SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 60 037,68
 STATE STREET FOUNDATION 31 071,08
 GOAL 53 630,26
 LAW FIRM CHAŁAS AND PARTNERS 1 301,59
 ENDOWMENT CAPITAL 1 067,10
 EUROPEAN COMMISSION 324 458,73
 MINISTRY OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 19 976,84
 CITY OF GRUDZIĄDZ UM.524/2/19/2012 4 619,03
 CAPITAL CITY OF WARSAW UM.PS/B/VI/3/10/263/2013 6 201,99
 MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 425 281,11
 NESTLE POLSKA S.A. 5 630,00
 OCHA/HRF 891 576,07
 VOLUNTARY SERVICE OF THE POLISH RED CROSS 1 500,00
 PEOPLE IN NEED –PIN 204 370,40
 PEOPLE IN PERIL ASSOCIATION (PIPA) 10 455,50
 PNWM (GERMAN-POLISH YOUTH OFFICE) 12 280,48
 SCI (SAVE THE CHILDREN) 58 636,81
 INHERITANCE 10,00
 PAH’s FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 100 080,47
 TIME FOR TALENT MANAGEMENT 181 684,41
 UNICEF 2 337 892,04
 TORUŃ CITY HALL agreement no. WiZ.524.9.2013 3 999,23
 TORUŃ CITY HALL UM.12.2013 2 526,69
 KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE PROVINCE UM_SP.616.1.156.2013 3 541,44
 KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE PROVINCE UM_SP.616.1.539.2013 7 800,00
 KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE PROVINCE UM_RO.042.1.121.2013 8 000,00
 DONATIONS FROM COMPANIES WITH AGREEMENTS,  
 WITHOUT SETTLEMENTS 52 066,00
 DONATIONS FROM COMPANIES WITH AGREEMENTS,  
 PAJACYK WITHOUT SETTLEMENTS 383 874,53
 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS – PHILIPPINES 846 242,33
 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS - PAH SOS CLUB 134 985,51
 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS ACCORDING TO PROJECTS 301,00
 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS – DROUGHT 32 965,50
 DONATIONS, MAILING FROM NATURAL PERSONS 1 688,10
 DONATIONS FROM SCHOOLS 33 394,35
 DONATIONS FROM NATURAL PERSONS 964 964,24
 DONATIONS FROM NATURAL PERSONS, CKK CARD 1 224 865,84
 MONEY DONATIONS FROM COMPANIES  
 WITHOUT AGREEMENTS 148 912,84
 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS - SYRIA 48 953,65
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 438/2013 PHILIPPINES /30-06-14 110 688,23
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 114/2013 REFUGEES 5 792,13
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 23/213 EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 19 782,25
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 37/2013 PAJACYK 214 875,70
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 38/2013 WATER 293 609,00
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 44/2013 SYRIA 322 069,50
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 51/2012 PAJACYK 1 175,00
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISER DECISION 55/2012 WATER 131 844,58
 PUBLIC FUNDRAISERS - AUCTIONS 100,00
 TOTAL 19 994 504,69    

Information about fund sources



Employment and Salaries
Employment

Average number of employees during the year: 78.5 people, 71.87 full-time positions
Total number of employees as of 31 December 2013: 77 people, including:
Director – 6; Expert – 3; Coordinator – 40; Senior Specialist – 4;
Specialist – 6; Junior Specialist – 4; Mentor – 2; Assistant – 3; Auditor – 1;
Accountant – 3; Social Worker – 1; PA – 2; Clerical Assistant – 2

Salaries

Gross salaries of employees (excluding employer's social security contributions):  
PLN 3,535,850.23
Gross remuneration under contracts for specific work (excluding employer's social security contributions): 
PLN 151,293.56
Gross remuneration under contracts of mandate (excluding employer's social security contributions):  
PLN 438,525.77
Total gross remuneration (excluding employer's social security contributions):  
PLN 4,125,669.56

PAH employees did not receive any financial awards or bonuses in 2013.
Members of the PAH Management Board do not receive any compensation for their work.
Members of the Foundation's authorities other than the Management Board, that is, the Council and Audit 
Committees, did not receive any salary, awards, bonuses or other benefits. 

Volunteering

In 2013, the Foundation signed 163 volunteering agreements valid for more than 30 days.

Awards and Prizes

Friend of Africa 2013 award in the NGO category
Kryształowe Zwierciadła 2013 — a special award for Janina Ochojska

Balance
The balance sheet prepared in accordance with appendix to the Ordinance of the Minister of Finance of 15 November 2001 (Dz. U. 137, item 1539 as amended)

Item ASSETS ow EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

1 2 Opening balance Closing balance 1 2 Opening balance Closing balance

A Non-current assets  3,476,680.43  126,876.93 A Equity  8,916,177.86  4,220,719.03 

I Intangible assets  - I Statutory fund  3,267,384.49  3,268,522.42 

II Tangible fixed assets  164,197.00  126,876.93 II Revaluation reserve

III Long-term receivables III Net financial result for the financial year  5,648,793.37  952,196.61 

IV Long-term investments  3,312,483.43  - 1 Surplus of revenues over costs  
(positive value)

 5,648,793.37  952,196.61 

V Long-term prepayments  -  - 2 Surplus of costs over revenues  
(negative value)

 -  - 

B Current assets  9,402,998.22  6,308,863.66 B Liabilities and provisions for liabilities  3,963,500.79  2,215,021.56 

I Inventory of tangible current assets  36,539.54  6,114.98 I Long-term liabilities due to loans and bor-
rowings

 -  - 

II Short-term receivables  2,296,628.85  912,995.53 II Short-term liabilities and special funds  1,083,610.09  558,108.11 

1 Loans and borrowings  363,773.75  94.37 

2 Other liabilities  625,931.32  456,035.91 

3 Special funds  93,905.02  101,977.83 

III Short-term investments  7,069,829.83  5,389,753.15 III Provisions for liabilities

1 Cash  6,093,229.82  5,064,753.15 IV Accruals  2,879,890.70  1,656,913.45 

2 Other financial assets  -  - 1 Deferred income  2,824,990.70  1,646,913.45 

3 Other short-term investments  976,600.01  325,000.00 2 Other accruals  54,900.00  10,000.00 

C Short-term prepayments  - 

Balance sheet total  12,879,678.65  6,435,740.59 Balance sheet total  12,879,678.65     6,435,740.59    

The profit and loss account prepared in accordance with appendix to the Ordinance of the Minister of Finance  
of 15 November 2001 (Dz. U. 137, item 1539 as amended)

Item Description  Previous year   Current year  

A. Revenues from statutory activities  23,012,592.82  25,643,298.06 

I. Gross contributions determined by the By-laws

II. Other revenues determined by the By-laws  23,012,592.82  25,643,298.06 

1 Revenues from statutory activities – public benefit free-of-charge  870,477.90  19,994,504.69 

2 Revenues from statutory activities – public benefit against cash

3 Other revenues determined by the By-laws  14,727,498.92 –

4 Revenues from previous years  7,414,616.00  5,648,793.37 

B. Costs of performance of statutory tasks  16,251,280.89  22,644,411.29 

1 Costs of performance of statutory tasks – public benefit, free-of-charge  870,477.90  22,644,411.29 

2 Costs of performance of statutory tasks – public benefit, against cash – –

3 Other costs of performance of statutory tasks  15,380,802.99 

C. Financial result on statutory activities  
(positive or negative value) (A-B)

 6,761,311.93  2,998,886.77 

D. Administrative costs  1,894,513.15  998,551.27 

1 Consumption of materials and energy  121,932.73  65,114.03 

2 External services  797,636.59  271,906.61 

3 Taxes and charges  57,239.18  27.67 

4 Payroll  647,640.59  407,831.65 

5 Social insurance and other benefits  195,989.69  210,917.02 

6 Depreciation/amortization  40,165.26  39,981.07 

7 Other  33,909.11  2,773.22 

E. Other revenues (not included under A and G)  831.75  579,907.89 

F. Other costs (not included under B, D and H)  33,644.14  263,847.54 

G. Financial revenues  859,152.01  110,558.23 

H. Financial costs  44,345.03  1,474,757.47 

I. Gross financial result on overall activities  
(positive or negative value) (C-D+E-F+G-H)

 5,648,793.37  952,196.61 

J. Extraordinary gains and losses – –

I. Extraordinary gains – positive value – –

II. Extraordinary losses – negative value – –

K. Total financial result (I+J)  5,648,793.37  952,196.61 

I. Difference increasing cost of the next year  
(negative value)

– –

II. Difference increasing revenues of the next year  
(positive value)

 5,648,793.37  952,196.61 



Additional information for 2013
1. a. Asset, liability and own fund valuation methods applied

Description Valuation methods adopted in the accounting policies

Fixed assets and intangible assets Acquisition price less amortization/depreciation charges

Long-term investments Acquisition price plus investment income

Inventory of tangible current assets Acquisition or market price

Receivables and liabilities Amount due

Short-term investments Market price/nominal value

Prepayments Amount due

Equity and other assets and liabilities Nominal value

2. a. Tangible fixed assets - fixed assets

PPE classes At the beginning 
of the financial 
year

 Revaluation  Increases Reclassification  Disposals At the end of the 
financial year

1. Land (incl. rights of perpetual usufruct of land) 0.00 0.00

2. Buildings, offices, civil and marine engineering facilities 0.00 0.00

3. Plant and machinery 171,632.72 171,632.72

4. Motor vehicles 176,817.50 3,000.00 173,817.50

5. Other PPE items 138,627.56  2,661.00 141,288.56

Total 487,077.78  -  2,661.00 0.00 3,000.00 486,738.78

b. Depreciation of fixed assets

PPE classes At the 
beginning of 
the financial 
year

 Revaluation  Depreciation 
charge for 
the year 

Other 
increases

Other dispos-
als

Scrapping At the end of 
the financial 
year

NBV at the 
beginning of 
the financial 
year

NBV at the 
end of the 
financial year

1.  Land (incl. rights of perpetual usufruct 
of land)

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

2.  Buildings, offices, civil and marine 
engineering facilities

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3. Plant and machinery 99,237.32  19,630.47  1,285.82 120,153.61 72,395.40 51,479.11

4. Motor vehicles 83,367.94  18,051.74 3,000.00 98,419.68 93,449.56 75,397.82

5. Other PPE items 140,275.52  2,298.86  - 1,285.82 141,288.56 -1,647.96 0.00

Total 322,880.78  -  39,981.07  1,285.82 4,285.82 0.00 359,861.85 164,197.00 126,876.93

c. Intangible assets

Name of the group of assets Opening balance  Increases  Decreases  Closing balance

1. Other intangible assets 164,592.01 164,592.01

Total 164,592.01  -  - 164,592.01

d. Removal of intangible assets - amortization

Name of the group of assets Opening  
balance

Amortization 
for the year  

Other increases Decreases Closing  
balance

Opening  
balance (net)

Closing  
balance (net)

1. Other intangible assets 164,592.01 164,592.01 0.00 0.00

Total 164,592.01  -  - 0.00 164,592.01 0.00 0.00

3. a. Long-term investments

Opening balance  Changes during the year Closing balance

 Increases  Decreases  

1. Real estate 0.00

2. Intangible assets 0.00

3. Long-term financial assets 0.00

a. shares 0.00

b. other securities 0.00

c. originated loans 0.00

d. other long-term financial assets 0.00

4. Bonds and financial resources located in the capital 
endowment and in the Reserve Fund for Emergency Relief

3,312,482.43  3,312,482.43 0.00

Total 3,312,482.43 0.00 3,312,482.43 0.00

4. a. Current investments

Opening balance  Changes during the year At the end of the 
financial year Increases  Decreases  

1. Real estate-will  976,600.01  651,600.01  325,000.00 

2. Investment intangible assets  -  - 

3. Current financial assets  -  - 

a. shares  -  - 

b. other securities  -  - 

c. loans granted  -  - 

d. cash on hand and balances with banks  6,093,229.82  1,028,476.67  5,064,753.15 

Total  7,069,829.83  -  1,680,076.68  5,389,753.15 

5. a. Receivables by type and remaining contractual period to repayment as at the balance sheet date

Receivables Falling due Total

within 1 year after more than 1 year

As at

the beginning of 
the financial year

 the end of the 
financial year 

 the beginning of 
the financial year 

the end of the 
financial year

the beginning of 
the financial year

the end of the 
financial year

1. Trade receivables  91,891.54  80,143.85  91,891.54  80,143.85 

2. Taxation receivables  33.00  2,468.79  33.00  2,468.79 

3. ZUS (social security) receivables  -  -  - 

4. Wages and salaries receivables  5,566.48  24,724.29  5,566.48  24,724.29 

5. claimed at court  -  -  -  - 

6. Other receivables  2,199,137.83  805,658.60  2,199,137.83  805,658.60 

Total  2,296,628.85  912,995.53  -  -  2,296,628.85  912,995.53 

6. a. Liabilities by type and remaining contractual period to repayment as at the balance sheet date

Liabilities Falling due Total

within 1 year after more than 1 year

As at

the beginning of 
the financial year

 the end of the 
financial year 

 the beginning of 
the financial year 

the end of the 
financial year

the beginning of 
the financial year

the end of the 
financial year

1. Loans and advances  363,773.75  94.37  363,773.75  94.37 

2. Trade payables  92,572.70  152,218.33  92,572.70  152,218.33 

3. Taxation liabilities  15,591.06  740.86  15,591.06  740.86 

4. Social security liabilities  2,672.36  -  2,672.36  - 

5. Wages and salaries payable  3,378.46  25,205.68  3,378.46  25,205.68 

6. Bills of exchange payable  -  -  -  - 

7. Other liabilities  511,716.74  277,871.04  511,716.74  277,871.04 

8.Earmarked funds  93,905.02  101,977.83  93,905.02  101,977.83 

Total  1,083,610.09  558,108.11  -  -  1,083,610.09  558,108.11 

7. a. Deferred income

Description As at

the beginning of 
the financial year

 the end of the 
financial year 

1. Deferred income (by basis)  2,824,990.70  1,646,913.45 

Signed yet unrealized donation agreements

Signed yet unrealized cooperation agreements

Signed yet unrealized subsidy agreements  2,824,990.70  1,646,913.45 

Profit or loss from previous years brought forward

8. a. Liabilities’ Reserves As at As at

Title the beginning of 
the financial year

 the end of the 
financial year 

1.Liabilities’ Reserves (according to the Title)  -  - 

Payment of the liability to the will beneficiary  - 



9. a. Accruals and deferred income

Titles As at As at

the beginning of 
the financial year

 the end of the 
financial year 

1. Accrued liabilities (according to titles)  54,900.00  10,000.00 

Liabilities  54,900.00  10,000.00 

Guarantees

10. a. Receivables write-offs

Titles As at As at

the beginning of 
the financial year

 the end of the 
financial year 

1.Receivables write-offs (according to 
titles)

 -  - 

Receivables from contractors  -  - 

11. a. Information on extraordinary gains 
and losses

Current year  Prior year 

Description 

Extraordinary gains – incidental 0.00  - 

Extraordinary gains – other 0.00  - 

Total 0.00  - 

Extraordinary losses – incidental 0.00  - 

Extraordinary losses – other 0.00  - 

Total 0.00  - 

12. a. Employment and salaries

 Average annual number of employees 76

13. a. Information on remuneration paid in excess of the amount specified  
in Article 9 § 1 point 2 of the Act on Public Benefit Organizations  
and Volunteerism (Dz. U. No. 96, item 873 as amended)

Description  Number of 
employees 

Number of persons whose remuneration exceeded the afore-
mentioned level

 n/d 

14. a. Analysis of revenue by source and amount

Gross contributions determined by the By-laws  19,994,504.69 

Revenues from statutory activities – public benefit, free-of-
charge

 947,730.81 

cash contributions 1%  947,730.81 

Revenues from statutory activities – public benefit, against cash  - 

Other revenues determined by the By-laws  19,046,773.88 

cash payments  5,661,072.57 

will  - 

subsidies and grants  44,165.40 

services contributed  51,942.35 

grants and donations  13,289,593.56 

b. Other revenue 579,907.89

Revenues from sale of fixed assets, fixed assets under construc-
tion and intangible assets

Revenues from liquidation of fixed assets

Other 579,907.89

c. Financial revenues  110,558.23 

Selling price of shares

Interest on term and other deposits  110,092.88 

Interest income from loans

Interest income from securities

Dividends received on third-party shares

Opera Fund valuation gains

Other financial revenues (exchange differences, interest 
cancelled)

 465.35 

15 a. Analysis of costs  22,644,411.29 

Costs of statutory activities – public benefit, free-of-charge  947,730.81 

cash benefits  947,730.81 

non-cash benefits  - 

Other costs of performance of statutory tasks  22,644,411.29 

cash benefits  22,561,372.62 

non-cash benefits  83,038.67 

contributions in kind  44,589.96 

services contributed  38,448.71 

b. Administrative expenses  998,551.27 

- consumption of materials and energy  65,114.03 

- external services  261,906.61 

-remunaration for the statutory auditor  10,000.00 

- taxes and fees  27.67 

- salaries, social security and other employee benefits  618,748.67 

- amortisation and depreciation  39,981.07 

- other expenses  2,773.22 

c. Other costs 263,847.54

Net value of fixed assets, fixed assets under construction and 
intangible assets sold

Net value from liquidation of fixed assets and intangible assets 
resulting from events related to the general business risk

Receivables write-offs  - 

Other  263,847.54 

d. Financial costs 1,474,757.47

Book value of shares sold, recognized as long- and short-term 
financial assets

Interest on loans and borrowing except for interest on invest-
ment loans during the investment delivery period

Fees paid on contracted loans, except for investment loans, fees 
on reserve capital management

 12,387.71 

Default interest paid  13.00 

Interest and additional payments related to fixed assets under 
financial leases

Other financial costs - exchange losses  1,462,356.76 

16. a. Sources of increases and application of the statutory fund

Description Funds

statutory fund  revaluation 
reserve 

1. At the beginning of the financial year 3,267,384.49

a. increases 1,500.00

- audit adjustment 1,500.00

b. disposals 362.07

- audit adjustment 362.07

- other

2. As at the end of the financial year 3,268,522.42

b. Profit from statutory activities

Profit from statutory activities  952,196.61 

Profit from unpaid public benefit activities 0.00

Result on other activities determined in the 
By-laws

-4,696,596.76

Retained earnings 5,648,793.37

17 a. Liabilities related to statutory activities:

Item opening balance  closing balance  

1. guarantees

2. sureties

3. deposits and bid bonds

4. other liabilities

Total 0.00  - 

Supplementary Notes
(appendix to the balance sheet and statement of financial activities) for the reporting period from 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2013

“POLISH HUMANITARIAN ACTION” (PAH) 

The Polish Humanitarian Action with its registered office in Warsaw at ul. Szpitalna 5/3 is a non-profit organization whose income is 
not subject to corporate income tax. The Foundation's files CIT-8 returns, declaring income which is tax-exempt under Article 17.1.4 and 
14 of the Corporate Income Tax Act. The accounting records of the Polish Humanitarian Action are maintained in conformity with the 
Accounting Act of 29 September 1994 and the Regulation of the Minister of Finance of 15 November 2001 on special accounting 
principles for certain entities which do not conduct business activity (Journal of Laws No. 137, item 1539, as amended).

I.  Measurement principles applied to assets and equity plus liabilities as well as determination of profit/loss as at the end 
of the reporting period

1. Fixed assets and intangible assets are measured at acquisition price, manufacturing cost, or revalued amount, less amortization/
depreciation charges and impairment losses.

 Items with estimated useful life exceeding one year and the initial value of less than PLN 1,000.00 are recognized as costs of mate-
rials.

 Fixed assets with the initial value of PLN 1,000.00 and more, up to the amount specified in the tax regulations as the lower thresh-
old for recognition of assets as non-current assets, are classified as low-value fixed assets. The total initial value of such assets is 
expensed in the month of their being commissioned. They are recognized as off-balance sheet items.

 Fixed assets whose initial value exceeds the upper threshold set for low-value fixed assets are depreciated effective from the first 
day of the month following the month of their being commissioned until the end of the month when the total depreciation charges 
equal to the initial value of the assets or when the assets are liquidated or disposed of, or when their shortage is identified. They are 
recognized as on-balance sheet items.

 All fixed assets acquired by the Foundation using funds obtained in the form of grants and subsidies and used for statutory purposes 
and on missions are recognized as off-balance sheet items and their initial value is expensed as the cost of projects financed with 
the aforesaid funds.

 Annual amortization (depreciation) charges are determined using:
 a)  the straight-line method, by way of a systematic distribution of the initial value of the fixed or intangible asset over its estimated 

useful life, in proportion to the time expired, in equal installments;
 b) tax depreciation rates for fixed assets used or improved, upon their initial recognition.
2. Intangible assets with the initial value of up to the amount specified in the tax regulations as the lower threshold for recognition of 

assets as intangible assets, are expensed on one-off basis.
 a) Intangible assets are amortized considering the minimum amortization periods specified in the tax regulations.
3. Fixed assets under construction are measured at the amount of total expenses directly connected with their acquisition or manufac-

turing, less impairment losses.
4. Shares and held-for-trading securities classified as non-current assets are measured:
 a) at acquisition price, less impairment losses;
 b)  the acquisition price is revalued to the market price (fair value) and the resulting differences are accounted for as follows:
 differences resulting in an increase in the value of an investment to the market price level (positive) are recognized under the revalu-

ation reserve. A reduction in the value of an investment revalued previously to the amount which increased the revaluation reserve 
on that basis (if not accounted for by the measurement date) is charged to the revaluation reserve; otherwise the effects of a reduc-
tion in the value of an investment are classified as financial expenses; a rise in the value of an investment related to a prior reduction 
in such value and classified as financial expenses is recognized up to the amount of the said expenses as financial revenue.

 Short-term investments are measured at the end of the reporting period at the latest, at a reliably estimated fair value, i.e. at a price 
set on an active regulated market where financial instruments are publicly traded. The effects of revaluation of financial assets in the 
form of a gain or loss are recognized as financial revenue or expenses of the reporting period when the assets were revalued, as 
appropriate.

5. Inventories are measured at acquisition price or fair value. The consumption (released) value is determined using the specific identifi-
cation method with respect to goods relating to specific undertakings, irrespective of the purchase date.

6. Receivables and claims are measured at the amount due, less any reasonable impairment losses on receivables, which are classi-
fied as other operating expenses.

7. Cash is measured at nominal value.
8. Equity is measured at nominal value.
9. Liabilities are measured at the amount due.
10. Deferred income represents the balance, as at the end of the reporting period, of the nominal value of revenue to be realized in 

future reporting periods. Deferred income includes amounts received or due from the business partners or donors, to be used in the 
following reporting periods.



II. Measurement of foreign currency assets and liabilities

1. During the financial year: transactions involving the sale and purchase of foreign currencies as well as payment of receivables or li-
abilities are measured at the average exchange rate effective as at the transaction date and determined for the foreign currency by 
the President of the National Bank of Poland, unless a different exchange rate was agreed or a different binding rule laid down in a 
customs declaration or another document binding on the Foundation, e.g. a contract.

2. Polish Humanitarian Action follows a rule whereby advance payments made to the business partners in relation to implementation 
of projects are recognized as current receivables as at the end of the reporting period. They are expensed upon presentation of a 
detailed expense report by the entity which received an advance payment.

3. As at the end of the reporting period: foreign currency assets and liabilities are measured at the average exchange rate determined 
for the foreign currency by the National Bank of Poland as at that date.

4. The Polish Humanitarian Action prepares a simplified statement of financial activities in the form set out in the appendix to the Regu-
lation of the Minister of Finance of 15 November 2001 on special accounting principles for entities which do not conduct business 
activity. The total profit/loss consists of the profit/loss on statutory activities, the gross profit/loss on total operations and the total 
profit/loss adjusted by extraordinary items. The profit/loss is the difference between revenue and the corresponding expenses. 
Cash received by the Foundation (grants, subventions, donations, inheritance, bequest, public collections, compensatory damages 
and other court and debt collection payments, 1% appropriation of personal income tax) is accounted for using the cash method. 
Revenue from grants received by the Foundation is recognized in the statement of financial activities up to the amount of costs in-
curred. The remaining value of the grant is recognized as deferred income.

III. Supplementary balance sheet information (concerning assets and equity plus liabilities):

1. Intangible assets include computer software and licenses. Their gross value as at 31 December 2013 was PLN 164 592.01. The net 
value in the balance sheet was PLN 0.00.

2. Property, plant and equipment includes items with estimated useful life exceeding one year, complete, suitable for use and intended 
for the entity’s internal purposes. The net carrying amount of property, plant and equipment is PLN 126 876.93.

3. The balance of long-term investments as at 31 December 2013 was PLN 0.00.
4. The inventories of goods classified as tangible current assets was PLN 6 114.98 as at the end of the reporting period. These include 

mainly donated items intended to be used for further statutory activities. Donations in kind received by the Foundation are measured 
at market prices. They are released for individual statutory activities of the Foundation using the specific identification method with 
respect to goods related to specific undertakings, irrespective of the date of their purchase or receipt as a donation.

5. Current receivables have been presented in the balance sheet at the amount due, i.e. PLN 912 995.53. The aforesaid amount in-
cludes, among other things, trade receivables of PLN 80 143.85, tax receivables from the Tax Office amounting to PLN 2 468.79, 
payroll receivables of 24 724.29, receivables of PLN 805 658.60 due to advance payments made to employees to carry out 
missions in Palestine, Sudan, Somalia and Turkey.

6. Short-term investments presented as at the end of the reporting period amounted to PLN 5 389 753.15. They include cash in 
hand of PLN 58 305.60 and at bank (current accounts) in the amount of PLN 5 006 447.55. Other short-term investments of PLN 
325 000.00 include inherited real property.

7. The Foundation does not have any prepaid expenses.
8. Deferred income amounts to PLN 1 646 913.45 and includes revenue relating to future reporting periods, which has not been 

settled yet. The amounts recognized as such will be revenue of the settlement period during which the objectives of the project are 
achieved.

9. As at 31 December 2013, the Foundation’s equity totaled PLN 4 220 719.03 and included:
 a)  authorized capital of PLN 3 268 522.42, comprising: founding capital of PLN 1 500.00, contributed in equal portions by the 

Founders and endowment fund of PLN 3 267 022.42 created with the use of grants given by Ford Foundation, Stefan Batory 
Foundation, Philip Moriss Polska S.A., Bank BPH S.A., JP Morgan Bank and the Foundation’s own contribution.

 b) profit of PLN 952 196.61.
10. Liabilities of PLN 456 035.91 have been presented in the balance sheet at the amount due. They include trade liabilities of PLN 

152 218.33, liabilities of PLN 740.86 to the Social Insurance Institution, payroll liabilities of PLN 25 205.68 and liabilities due to 
advance payments made, totaling PLN 277 871.04.

11. In 2013, the Foundation obtained an overdraft facility with the outstanding amount of PLN 94.37 as at 31 December 2013.

IV. Supplementary statement of financial activities information:

1. The surplus of revenue over expenses for the prior year (positive value) increases the current period revenue following the approval 
of the financial statements and is used for statutory purposes.

2. Structure of revenue realized by the Foundation by revenue sources, including those required under the charter: statutory revenue 
totaled PLN 25 643 298.06 and comprised:

 a) prior year profit of PLN 5 648 793.37;
 b) cash donated by individuals and legal persons in the amount of PLN 6 608 803.38;
 c) non-cash donations by individuals and legal persons in the amount of PLN 96 107.75;
 d) grants given by Polish and foreign institutions in the amount of PLN 13 289 593.56.

3. Financial and other operating revenue totals PLN 690 466.12 and includes:
 a) other operating revenue of PLN 579 907.89;
 b) financial revenue of PLN 110 558.23 including interest on cash.
4. Structure of expenses related to statutory activities and administrative expenses.
 a) Extraordinary losses were not incurred in 2013.
 b)  Costs of statutory activities amounted to PLN 22 644 411.29 and included: 

– monetary costs of PLN 22 561 372.62; 
– non-monetary costs of PLN 83 038.67.

 c)  Administrative expenses amounted to PLN 998 551.27 and included: 
– monetary costs of PLN 954 237.96; 
– non-monetary costs of PLN 44 313.31.

5. Financial and other financial expenses amounted to PLN 1 738 605.01 and included:
 a) other operating expenses of PLN 263 847.54;
 b)  financial expenses of PLN 1 474 757.47, including interest on a loan of PLN 12 387.71 and exchange differences representing 

the remaining amount.
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